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June 29, 2020 
  
Dear ECA Fall 2020 Students and Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to the first installment of the ECA Welcome Newsbrief. The ECA Admin staff are about to 
take a short summer break, and then will begin busily preparing for our upcoming school year! I will 
be writing letters throughout the remainder of the summer to provide information, answer questions, 
and otherwise keep in touch with you prior to the start of the school year. 

In addition to all the things you'll be doing this summer, even through our continued COVID-
quarantine situation, it is my hope that you get a chance to do things like relax and safely be with friends and family this 
summer. And again--despite the very odd circumstances that a global pandemic has presented us with, this particular 
summer is also one in which you’re preparing for a big transition—switching schools to come to EMU’s campus for a major 
head start on college. This is still our mission, and we know that college is still an important goal for our incoming students 
and families.  

Our faculty and staff are very good at working with students from all levels of initial skill (I’m talking about both academic 
and “soft skills”) to enable them to be successful in college—but we recognize that coming off of this very extensive break 
from in-person learning, students may be a bit rusty! I would like to encourage every incoming student to use a little bit of 
summer’s time to give yourself a boost before school starts. 

Reading: Research shows that reading proficiency is a significant component of college readiness—and is often under-
emphasized in high school, at least to the degree required in college. Commit to reading a minimum of 30 minutes per day, 
at least 4 days/week this summer to build your reading skills and stamina. Here is one text that can also boost students’ 
and family members’ understanding of the way that ECA works: Mindset: A New Psychology of Success by Carol Dweck 
 
ECA teacher Ms. Burki is leading two book studies this summer, with teachers, parents/guardian, and students invited to 
take part, to self-educate and talk with others about diversity, inclusion, equity, and anti-racist actions we all can take to help 
build a more just community and world: 
 

How To Be Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi 
White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo 
 

Please email Ms. Burki (burki@earlycollegealliance.info) if you would like to participate. 

Math: Summer is also a good time to brush up on basic math skills. If you have forgotten your multiplication tables, or are 
rusty on basic facts and operations, practice daily. Our math teachers recommend these websites to give you some structure 
to your practice: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra-home/pre-algebra 

We also recommend that you make use of Khan Academy’s SAT Practice resources, which make use of student’s actual 
PSAT scores (if you have these) for targeted practice. A little extra attention to building our academic muscles this summer 
will go a long way to helping you prepare for the start of the school year! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. DOCUMENTS!! We are steadily collecting documents required to get our new students properly enrolled for fall.  
• Most people still need to provide an electronic signature to their registration forms. HERE is the link 

where you can provide that e-signature. 
• The other major documents required are listed below, with a notation as to whether or not we have 

received this from you. Please email Mrs. Jackson if you have questions about this: 
 

2. OFFICE HOURS: This summer, our virtual office hours are Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm, with our lunch hour 
from 12-1pm, and at other times by appointment. Please CLICK HERE to view the ECA website, and for our calendar. Stay 
tuned for the next post about upcoming first-semester events for first-year students. 
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3. NEW PARENT/GUARDIAN SOCIAL: You are invited to a New Parent/Guardian Social, sponsored by our Parent 
Involvement Group (ECA Pi) on Thursday, August 13, 6-7:30pm. This is a great chance to meet current parents/guardians 
and get their advice and insights. Please RSVP using THIS LINK.  
 
 
4. While we expect that the on-campus aspect of the ECA experience will be limited in the fall (remote and hybrid 
content will be part of the delivery model for us), we are certainly hoping that students will be able to come face-to-face 
with us here at EMU. Therefore, transportation is something to consider; ALL families who are able to participate in a 
carpool situation this coming fall are invited to do so. We facilitate this by providing a carpool list in August. To be on the 
list, please go to the registration website and check the box to be added: https://rg.wash.k12.mi.us. (Use the 
username/password that you created when you first filled out the registration). If you have any difficulty with this, just email 
Mrs. Jackson at jackson@earlycollegealliance.info and she can add your information to the list.  

 

DATES/CALENDAR 

There are a few dates that I would like to share with you so that you can get them on your calendar as soon as possible. Please 
note that these are subject to change and we will add detail to the calendar in the coming months. 

• Wednesday, August 5th – New Student Orientation Program 
• Thursday, August 13th, 6:00-7:30PM - New Parent Social (via Zoom) 
• Wednesday, August 26th – CORE Challenge Day for all new students 
• Thursday, August 27th – CAMP-US Orientation for new 9th graders  
• Tuesday, September 1st – First Day of ECA classes (Note this is before Labor Day!) 
• Monday, September 7th—Labor Day (no Academy or ECA classes; ECA offices closed) 
• Thursday, September 10th—Curriculum Night (details TBD) 
• Monday, October 6th—Soft Skills Review Day 
• Tuesday—Wednesday, October 13-14tth—Student-Led Conferences w/COREs 
• Monday-Tuesday, Nov. 23-24th—Soft Skills Credentialing Days (no Academy/ECA classes; CLICK activities TBD) 
• Wednesday, Nov. 25—Sunday, Nov. 29tth—Thanksgiving Holiday (no Academy/ECA classes; ECA offices closed) 
• FINAL EXAMS TBD 
• Friday, December 18th—CLICK Celebration for Academy/ECA classes; Last Day of Academy/ECA/EMU Fall Term. 
• Tuesday, Jan. 5tth, 2021—First Day Academy/ECA W21 classes  
• Wednesday, Jan. 6th, 20201—First Day EMU W21 classes 

 
*We expect to roll out a more specific calendar, including class days/times and events for the fall term, at our Orientation on 
Aug. 5.  

**Please email Mrs. Jackson directly if you are not able to attend our Orientation on Aug. 5th or any of our other scheduled 
events. 

Event details are updated on our online calendar, which you can find on our website: http://www.earlycollegealliance.info. 
Click on the “Calendar” link at the top. (Click HERE to link directly to the calendar).  

Finally, I would like to invite you to reach out to me with any questions you have as you/your student head into this new 
adventure at the ECA. I hope to be able to address some specific questions in future newsbriefs. 

I look forward to hearing from some of you this summer as we prepare for our newest group of ECA students! 

 Sincerely, 

 
Ellen L. Fischer, PhD 
Principal, ECA		


